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if the recommendations are accepted, would be that the Swarajists
will 'run' the Congress and the A.LS.A. will take the place ana-
logous to the Swaraj Party.

The A.I.C.C. will meet on the 1st of October to consider the
proposal. It will meet without any restriction on the freedom of
the members. Not even those who were present at the informal
meeting will be bound by the vote they gave at it. If, on further
consideration, they think differently, they will be free to vote against
the proposals that will be submitted to the meeting. The members
of the A.LG.C. will be free also to move amendments and criticize
as they please. Each one will vote as a Congressman or, better
still, as an Indian without any party obligation. As the reader will
observe from my letter to Panditji,1 I have as a matter of duty
absolved the Swaraj Party from any obligation under last year's
Pact. The propositions to be submitted to the A.LC.C. must
be examined on merits. I do not desire that any member, Swarajist
or No-changer, should vote to placate me. We are trying to evolve
a democratic constitution. It is one's conscience alone which needs
placating and no person, however great he may be. For me there are
no No-changers and Pro-changers. Those who advocate Council-
entry and those who do not equally serve the nation if their action
or inaction is prompted by> love of the country. Indeed, I urge
those who have no absolute scruples against Council-entry imme-
diately to join the Swaraj Party and strengthen its hands.

I hope that every member of the A.I.C.C. will attend the
forthcoming meeting, t$ke part in the proceedings and register his
opinion. Personally I do not want the matter to be decided by a
majority of votes. Whatever is done must be done by almost abso-
lute unanimity.

What is proposed is a vital change in the constitution. Ordi-
narily the A.I.C.C. should not interfere with it. But there are
moments when, it will be disloyal not to do so. If the overwhelm-
ing opinion in the country requires a change that admits of no
delay, it is the most proper thing for the A.LC.C. to make the
change and take the consequences of having its decision revoked
and its action censured by the Congress. An agent has always
the right to anticipate the unexpressed wishes of his principal
when he acts in the latter's interest and at his own peril. I have,
therefore, no hesitation in saying that, if an overwhelming majority
of the members of the AJ.C.C. desire the change above fore-
shadowed, it would be wrong on their part by hesitation to waste

1 Vide "Letter to Motilal Nehru", 19-7-1925.